
It’s been years since I’ve been to camp Talahi, but I still carry with me 
the many lessons I learned and friendships I made there.
I didn’t grow up with much and couldn’t afford to go to summer camp 
but amazingly my church, Grace UCC, was so kind and generous they 
sent me to Talahi for four straight years, sometimes multiple times a 
summer, for which I’ve always been grateful.
Talahi is an amazing, fun and inspiring place. But other than just the 
typical fun things you do at Talahi the one thing that always stuck with 
me most was that this was a place where you can actually talk about 
God with your peers. Now that might sound odd, but as a teenager it 
can be hard to talk about these things because you might be pegged 
as weird or not cool by others, which at that age you don’t really know 
yourself and just want to fit it. But at Talahi there is such openness 
about all the people, everyone’s faith is very personal and different, and 
at this one place if nowhere else there is no judgment put upon you for 
what you believe.
You can have open discussions about faith and many times at Talahi 
people opened my eyes to things that I had never thought of and are 
still part of my personal beliefs to this day.
I hope that Talahi can remain in our future because it will always 
remain in the hearts of those who attended.

BY: RYAN MLKULAK

Best Years Of My Life

Latest News

Double your donation to Camp Talahi!
A private donor at Romeo UCC will 
match $1 per church member when you 
donate to Camp Talahi during services 
in January and February!

Summer Camp 2012 Announced!
“Rejoice in a new Beginning” is the 
theme of our summer 2012 youth 
camps. We’ll have 6 sessions for kids 
ages 6-18, plus 2 family weekends! See 
www.camptalahi.org for details.

Learn More At: www.camptalahi.org
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Please Support Camp Talahi!
Your gift will help a new generation of campers 
have experiences like Ryan's, deepening their 
relationships deepening their relationships with 
God, each other, and the world.

Name:
Address:

Phone:
Email:
Home Church:

Please mail donations to:
Camp Talahi Retreat and Nature 
Center 
c/o Bethel United Church of 
Christ 
10425 Bethel Church Rd. 
Manchester, MI 48158

Or donate online at: 
www.camptalahi.org

Donation Level:  
  $ 25
  $ 45
  Other $ ________

Membership Level: 
  $ 100 (Individual)
  $ 250 (Family)
  $ 500 (Hippo Hill)
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