Hi there future Deans!
Thank you for your interest in leading a summer camp program at Camp Talahi! The Camp Talahi Retreat and Nature Center is excited to develop a closer relationship between Deans, Counselors, Site Staff, Chaplains and CTRNC Board members. Together, we can make this summer truly memorable.

What’s in this kit and why do I need it?

Well, I’m glad you asked. This kit is meant to foster a greater cohesive feel across all programs at Camp Talahi. While each camp will be different, we hope that by increasing communication now, (before the campers arrive) we will be better able to reflect the shared beliefs of the Camp Talahi community and be better prepared for another jam packed summer! 

This kit will (hopefully!) provide you with important information about the Camp Talahi curriculum and summer theme as well information about planning your budget and schedule of activities.

More than anything, we want this kit to serve as a jumping off point for planning your camping session.
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Summer Theme

The curriculum at Camp Talahi rotates through a three (3) year cycle, each year focusing on one of the following: your relationship with God; your relationship with your community; and finally your relationship with the world. In addition, the CTRNC selects a yearly theme to serve as a context for that years curriculum.

 As most of our camps range in age three years, each time a camper “graduates” to a new camp it will be under the same cycle. (Ex. a camper that begins Jr. camp during a “relationship with God” year will also begin Adventure camp during a “relationship with God” year.)

Summer Theme: Rejoice in New Beginnings!

Why we chose it:  

2012 is a New Beginning for Camp Talahi and we want to celebrate our new life. 

Rejoice: is not only a celebration, it also brings to mind ideas of relax, recharge, reinvigorate etc. We want to rejoice in our relationship with God, recharge our relationship with God, recommit our relationship to God. 
New Beginnings: We are a new incarnation of Camp Talahi and are excite to have a new start.  Every day we wake up is a chance to begin again, to start fresh with God and each other. 
Potential Bible tie-ins: We have a few suggestions of how you might tie your camp with the religious elements. Please do not feel confined to the suggestions below, they are meant to serve as a starting point.  

Times when God is willing to give us another chance: The flood, Jesus, God’s Promises.

Sometimes individuals need/have to start over: Jonah, Joesph and Coat, Disciples (leaving the life they knew to start anew with Jesus)

Each of these stories features a new beginning of some sort and many of us (and our campers) can relate to the need or desire to wipe the slate clean. It isn’t always a choice but part of growing with God is trusting in one’s faith and coming out of a challenge a stronger christian. 

Songs: Morning Has Broken, This is the Day,  

Sample Schedule

What follows is a typical day at virtually every summer camp. Really, the only things you must include are the 3 meals (at fairly typical times), FOB (Flat on Bunk- a quiet/resting time) Vespers, and a closing camp fire on Thursday night. (to take place after that evening’s main activity) 

Although there might be a riot if you forget swim time!

8:30 am Breakfast/Morning Announcements

9:30 am Cabin Clean Up/ Dress for Morning Rotations

10:00 am Morning Watch

10:30 am Morning Rotation 1 (leave at 11:20)

11:30 am Morning Rotation 2 (leave at 12:20)

12:30 pm Lunch

1:30 pm FOB

2:30 pm Waterfront

3:30 pm Camp Store/Change for Campers Choice

4:00 pm Camper Choice

5:30 pm Dinner

6:30 pm Vespers

7:00 pm Evening Activity 

8:15 pm Snack

8:30 pm to the Dorms!

Please keep in mind older children will go to the dorms later (10pm)

In planning activities keep in mind the talented people you already know. Perhaps you have a friend that is skilled in karate who might want to teach a session, or friend who is a skilled/talented artist, or a yoga instructor... 

Morning Watch

is a short religious service lead by the chaplain. It often introduces religious aspects, (i.e. scripture, idea etc.) that the vespers service will focus on later that day.

Morning Rotations

typically include things like arts and crafts, canoeing, hiking, vespers planning and the like that are done in cabin groups (8-10 campers) or family groups (16-20 campers) depending on number of campers total.

Camper’s Choice

Gives campers a chance to customize their camp experience, and the programs offered are a bit more focused. For example a drama program in the morning might consist largely of improv games, but the afternoon session might consist of learning script.

Evening Activity

Theses programs are generally camp wide activities. Examples include: dances, carnivals, talent shows, camp fires, etc. This is part of planning a camp where you get to be your most creative! We encourage you to think beyond the suggestions given here. 

Hints and Reminders!

-Remember to build time into you schedule for campers to get from one place to another.

-Remember Mother Nature doesn’t always read the camp schedule when she plans her rainstorms- have a (indoor) back up plan just in case!

Sample Budget

This is the money section! 

In planning the program budget you do not need to worry about the costs associated with feeding, housing or supervising campers. This budget is to focus on the fun stuff- like exactly how many pipe cleaners your campers will need to build an exact replica of the Lodge and how much that will cost.

Most of this budget will likely go to your evening activities and craft supplies.Your budget is st at $150.00 to 200.00, if you have a amazing idea that doesn’t quite fit into that limit, please contact the CTRNC and we will see if there is way to make your idea work.

Arts and Crafts

While camp has a limited amount of some basic supplies, it is a good idea to make a complete list of everything each craft will need. We will tell you if you won’t need to supply a certain item. Also keep in mind how many campers will complete each craft.

Example Time!

Say you want each camper to be able to tie dye a bandanna. Your list of needed supplies would look like this:

· Buckets (to hold dye)

· Dye

· Rubber Bands

· Bandanna’s (60- one for each camper)

· Line (to dry bandannas)

Let’s say you sent the CTRNC that list we might write back saying “ Wonderful work! We will provide the necessary buckets, rubber bands, line and a basic range of dye colors. If you want a certain color of dye please bring it.” It’s so easy!

Evening Activities

Some activities cost very little (camp fires, dances) some cost a bit more (once we had inflatable sumo wrestling and a live band). So get creative and don’t be scared to ask for a discount or favors. 

Examples: 

Inflatables  (moonwalks, carnival games, dunk tanks)

Animal Shows (Howell Nature Center) 

Magicians

Writing a Deans Letter

A Dean’s Letter will be sent to campers a few weeks prior to the camping session. This letter should act as a bit of an introduction for you and your camp. The letter doesn’t have to be long, but it lets parents and campers know that you have been preparing for their special week.

Things to Include:

- a brief introduction of who you are and why you are excited for your upcoming camp. (Also introduce your chaplain and counselors if possible)

- any special items campers should bring (ex. white -shirt for tie-dye, fancy clothes for a formal dinner, old clothes they don’t mind staining for super sloppy double dare).

- a contact number or email for any extra questions campers or parents might have.

Cabin Groups

Depending on the number of campers at your camp session, you will need to divide the campers into cabin groups of 8 or 10 campers. Each cabin group will be lead by one counselor and one CIT (Counselor in Training).

Campers have the option of requesting one cabin mate, we do our best to honor such requests.

Question and Answer Time!

What Camp are you interested in Deaning and why? (Your choices are Mini Camp; Family Camp 1, 2; Jr. Camp, Adventure Camp, Wilderness Adventure Camp; MADD Camp, Senior High Camp, and Young Adult Camp)

Do you have a chaplain in mind? If not, do you have specific expectations from a chaplain that will help us match you with one?

What will you do promote your sessions of camp to potential campers and volunteer counselors?

